34                QUESTIONS OF PRECEDENCE
Seeing that I failed to catch her meaning, she went into
greater detail:
'Don't you see, my dear, that we must make him tell us
about that mysterious past of which you are so curious. You
can take it from me that he will not leave this house until we
know the last word about him.'
This bait she offered in return for being allowed to play as
she wished with the young man's heart. At first I felt inclined
to put him on his guard, but did not. I was an accomplice in
what was being plotted, and agreed to hand over my friend
to her in the hope of getting the truth about his melancholy
secret. What treachery there can be in silence!